OHIO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL

BOARD OF EDUCATION DISTRICT #505 _A_
~ The regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Ohio High School District #505 was held on Tuesday,
May 21, 2024
L CALL TO ORDER

IL.

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 P.M.
1.1 Roll Call

High School Board Members Present: Harold Albrecht, Cindy Hacker, Brock Kaecker,

Chad Deery, Janice Campbell, Reka Albrecht

Board Members Not Present: John Park

Administrator Present: Superintendent Hamilton, Principal Wilt

Board Recording Secretary: Kelly Becker

Other Attendees: Rebekah Piper, Don Reuter, Robert Albrecht, Robert Gonigam, Eric Hansen,

Greg Albrecht, Dee Hughes, Tara Cassidy, Kristen Ryan, Skyler Spohn, Christina Christensen, Marlene
Schmelter, Rita May, Paul May, Ethan Piper, Nash Piper, Quinnley Piper, Courtney Forristall, Jonathan
Albrecht, Diane Byers, Ray Byers, Megan Hellrung, Katrina Graff, Lori Kenndy, Lucas Cassidy,
Vincent Zembrzuski, Kim Younge, Marcia Ann Thompson, Haley Foster, Jacob Albrecht, Audrey
Roberts, Tina Anderson, Stephanie Farrell

1.2 Approval of Agenda

Motion made by Deery, seconded by Kaecker to approve the agenda as presented.
The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried.

PUBLIC SESSION

Public Session: Approximately 31 community members were in attendance. President

Harold Albrecht read the following statement: “Public Comments will be limited to 30 minutes total.
A community member who wishes to comment is asked to state their name and what specifically
they will be speaking about. Each community member speaking will be limited to 3 minutes. The
audience is asked to refrain from commenting while others are speaking. The Board members will
listen to each speaker, but will not comment. If 30 minutes transpires, the Board meeting will resume
its scheduled agenda.

Mr. Robert Albrecht (GS Board Member) presented a document to the Board

stating that they are not in favor of deactivating the High School. The statement included comments
that the Grade School Board is concerned that the long-term future of the Ohio GradeSchool would
be endangered by the closing of our High School, as has been witnessed by neighboring communities
in the recent past.

Mr. Don Reuter (GS Board Member) stated that he thinks the rehashing of closing the school,

as in the past will make it harder to get new teachers to come join our staff. He also talked about
how costly the transportation is going to be.

Mer. Jacob Albrecht stated ""that in the last week this has sparked a lot of emotions in our community
and I already feel a division. We will see Ohio, our town, divided.”

Ms. Audrey Roberts stated: “before she moved here (for her kids) they attended Bureau Valley

and it was not a positive experience for her child. Her daughter feels safe at this school.

Our town needs a school!”



VL.

6.1
6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT

Enrollment: Pre-K thru 8: 79 (2 new 1st graders) HS: 24 Total: 103

Joint Annual Conference: Joint Annual Conference will be November 22, 23, 24, 2024.
Registration and housing will open on Monday, June 3rd. Registration fees are $520 for the
three-day event plus a $200 housing deposit to reserve lodging.

Local Revenue: The levy was created and approved in the Fall of 2023 and was based

off of an estimated EAYV, the actual EAV is $700,000 more than our actual EAV for tax year
2022. The final 2023 tax extension report has been received (payable summer of 2024) and

the total (both HS & GS Districts) tax rate for 2023 is approximately 5.36. This is the lowest
tax rate than any historical rate that we have been tracking since 2004. Also, it is a reduction
of .73 from our previous year.

Summer Project Update: Asbestos abatement work is scheduled to begin at the

end of May. Flooring and bathroom updates on the 2nd floor are expected to begin in mid

June following the completion of the abatement work.

Vehicle Purchase: We have attempted to purchase a large van that we can use for extracurricular
routes without any success. Ihave asked the dealership to provide estimates for both a minivan
and an SUV. We hope to have something purchased for the beginning of the school year as the
White bus is beginning to have a number of mechanical issues.

Deactivation discussion: Ms. Hamilton reminded the Board that tonight’s discussion is

not about closing the Ohio HS, but to discuss the process required for the Board to

deactivate the HS and tuition students to another school district. The process requires

a Board vote to approve the deactivation referendum on the November 2024 ballot where

the community will vote for deactivation or not. Mrs. Hamilton shared that as the Board
requested during April’s Board meeting, she has contacted schools to determine their interest
in accepting Ohio students on a tuition basis. Based on those conversations, if the Board

makes the decision to place a referendum on the November ballot to deactivate and tuition

HS students, the Board may tuition students to Amboy, Bureau Valley and/or LaMoille.
Princeton has indicated that they are not interested in accepting our HS students as tuition
students. If the Ohio Board moves forward with approving a referendum to deactivate, the
referendum must include which school district (s) the students will attend on a tuition basis.
Mrs. Hamilton asked the Board if they had any questions or comments regarding this
information.

Mr. Chad Deery addressed the Board and audience stating “we need to be proactive and not
reactive for our students.” He shared that he has talked to a “substantial number of community
members who are in favor of sending our students to another school district because we just
cannot offer what other schools can.”

Mr. Brock Kaecker stated he “agreed with Mr. Deery and that as he has been talking to
community members as well, and they want the Board to approve this resolution so it will be a
community decision, not a Board decision.”

Mrs. Reka Albrecht stated: “that if we deactivate, we are going to be a little voice in a bigger
school.” She also stated that she believes “transportation is going to be a problem.” Another
concern of Mrs. Albrecht is “if the High School goes the Grade School will eventually go as has
happened at other schools.” Mrs. Albrecht shared that “she attended a school that consolidated
with another school district and it was not a positive experience. We are looking at a 2 year
contract with these schools and in reality after that 2 years is up and we feel we need to bring our
students back, it's going to be very difficult and probably won’t happen. By removing the High
School we are essentially going to lose our younger kids.”

Mrs. Cindy Hacker stated she “had written down the pros and cons and leaning towards keeping
the students in Ohio for high school and she can see both sides of the arguments.”



IX.

8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8

First reading of Policy Updates March 2024, Press Issue 114,
No action needed at this time.

Motion by Deery, seconded by Campbell to accept with regrets the resignation of Board Member
John Park.
The vote was unanimous. Motion carried.

Motion by Kaecker, seconded by Hacker to approve employment of High School Science
Jeff Biederstedt teacher effective beginning 24/25 school year.

Roll call; Yes; Campbell, Reka, Hacker, Albrecht, Kaecker
Present; Chad Deery :
Nay: none. Motion Carried.

Motion by Deery, seconded by Kaecker pursuant to105 ILCS 5/10-22.22b(a), the School
Board hereby approves proceeding with a Resolution to Deactivate Ohio High School

And, upon approval by the voters of the District at a regularly scheduled election in November
2024, to contract to send the students of Ohio High School to another school district, namely
Amboy Community Unit District #272 and/or Bureau Valley Community Unit District #340.
Roll call; Yes; Campbell, Hacker, Kaecker, Deery

Nay: Reka, Albrecht Motion Carried.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

9.1

Motion made by Deery, seconded by Kaecker to adjourn this meeting at 8:53 PM.
FY24 Amended Budget Hearing will be on Tuesday, June 25, 2024 at 7:00 with
regular Board meeting immediately following in the District office.
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